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EXDIS 
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TAGS: PFOR, MU, UK 

SUBJECT: HMG INQUIRY REGARDING MASIRAH 
REF: (A) LONDON 16627; (B) STATE 271859 

1. DURING DIQCUSSION OF OMAN ON NOVEMBER 21, WE ASKED 
LUCAS, HEAD OD FCO MIDDLE EAST DEPARTMENT, IF UK IS CON- 
SIDERING WITHDRAWING FROM MASIRAH IN NEAR FUTURE. LUCAS 
SHOWED GREAT SURPRISE AND EVIDENTLY HAD HEARD OF NO SUCH 
PLANS. HE STATED THAT, DESPITE THE WINDING DOWN OF 
BRITISH COMMITMENTS IN EAST ASIA AND THE CONSEQUENT LES- 
SENING UK DEPENDENCE ON MASIRAH, HE KNOWS OF NO HMG PRES- 
ENT INTENTION TO WITHDRAW FROM MASIRAH. HE REITERATED 
FCO POSITION THAT SUCH A WITHDRAWAL WOULD HAVE A POLITI- 
CAL IMPACT ON FRIENDLY ARAB STATES IN THE AREA. HE FUR- 
THER SAID THAT, IN VIEW OF THE INTEREST THE USG HAS EX- 
PRESSED IN MASIRAH, HMG WOULD NOTIFY THE USG OF ANY PLANS 
TO WITHDRAW. 

2. LUCAS NOTED THAT HMG IS PREPARING TO TURN OVER MAN- 
AGEMENT OF THE AIR BASE AT SALALAH FROM THE RAF TO THE 
OMAN CtOVERNMF.LT. BUT HE STRESSED THAT USE OF MASIRAH AND 
THE DHOFAR CAMPAIGN ARE SEPARATE. 
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